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July 6, 2020 
 
Dear HVS Families, 
 
I hope this finds you well and enjoying your summer. For many families, COVID-19 has 
turned the world upside down. If you or someone close to you has become ill or passed 
away, I want you to know that you are in my thoughts. Even those who have not been 
directly affected by the pandemic yearn for a return to normal where we look forward to the 
start of school, cool autumn days and Friday night football games. It goes without saying 
that in these extraordinary circumstances we cannot predict a return to normal. I know our 
parents have many questions about face-to-face learning when our 2020-2021 school year 
begins on August 31. It is my hope to answer some of those questions in this 
communication. 
 
On June 30, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer released her MI Safe Schools Return to 
School Roadmap providing significant guidance for preK-12 public schools. HVS has 
assembled a Return to School Committee tasked with developing HVS’ plan for 
implementation of the state’s guidance. The committee consists of teachers, social workers, 
administrators and support staff from multiple areas of responsibility. Once the district has a 
draft plan, we will share it and seek feedback from our District Parent Council, which 
consists of parent representatives from each building in the school district. I will also be 
hosting a Virtual Coffee Hour on Thursday, July 23 to outline the plan and take parents’ 
questions and feedback. More information regarding access to this event will be 
forthcoming. 
 
In advance of the release of HVS’ plan, however, I wanted to share some key information 
that should help parents make informed decisions regarding their childrens’ attendance in 
the fall. As you review these high level topics, please keep in mind that we are still working 
through logistics. The concepts below are not intended to be exhaustive, but rather 
designed to give families a general sense of what will be expected when we begin the 2020-
2021 school year. Ultimately, we understand that every Huron Valley Schools family will 
need to make decisions based upon their individual comfort level. Please know, we are here 
to work with you and provide options as you make decisions regarding the instructional 
programs of your children. As a father of three children, my wife and I are processing the 
same questions.  
 
School in session Monday through Friday 
It is HVS' plan at this time to provide student instruction on a regular Monday through Friday 
schedule. There had been speculation regarding a hybrid model that rotated days for 
students in order for there to be fewer students in our buildings at any given time. However, 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
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we recognize the burden this would place on families in terms of work schedules and 
childcare. This will only change if the State of Michigan sees a spike in Coronavirus cases 
and makes the decision to close schools in a similar manner that occurred in March. If the 
district is required to close any of its buildings for an extended period of time, we will 
transition face-to-face instruction with an online format. This format will be more consistent 
with our Huron Valley Virtual Academy.  
 
Masks 
Face masks are a prevalent theme in the MI Safe Schools Plan. In keeping with the 
guidance provided by the State of Michigan, students in grades 6 through 12 will be 
required to wear masks throughout the school day until we reach the appropriate public 
health milestone indicating otherwise. Elementary students--junior kindergarten through fifth 
grade-- will be required to wear masks in common areas of the building such as hallways, 
but will not be required to wear masks in their classrooms. Students who ride HVS buses 
will be required to wear masks. All staff members will wear masks throughout the day. 
Masks will also be required for visitors to HVS schools. We recognize that some students 
and staff may have medical conditions that prevent the use of masks. Those situations will 
be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Social distancing 
While six feet of social distancing is preferred, it may not be possible in every HVS 
classroom. Our maintenance and operations department is working with staff and building 
principals to maximize space within classrooms, but in order to accommodate students five 
days per week, it may likely be social distancing of four to five feet.  
 
Transportation 
Transportation will be provided to HVS students, but students and staff will be required to 
wear masks when riding the bus to and from school.  
 
Huron Valley Virtual Academy 
HVS is providing an alternative option for families for the 2020-2021 school year. The Huron 
Valley Virtual Academy (HVVA) is a 100 percent online solution for those families who may 
be uncomfortable sending their children to a traditional school environment or for those 
families who are not comfortable with the need to wear masks or comply with other safety 
protocols. HVVA provides daily teacher engagement and will utilize the same curriculum 
taught in our traditional school setting. We are encouraging all HVS families to choose 
either face-to-face learning or our virtual academy. Any family interested in the HVVA is 
strongly encouraged to complete our interest form. We are not placing a formal deadline on 
enrollment in the virtual academy, but are hoping to formalize staffing decisions by early 
August. Therefore, we’re encouraging families to make their enrollment decisions by July 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyie78UpiBLEWJv0k9_MptrfM09MNiTo5ftXgpx2Ji1xJXiw/viewform
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24, if possible. 
 
Over the next two weeks, the HVS Return to School Committee will be developing our 
district’s plan. It will provide detailed information regarding the topics in this letter, as well as 
others. Per Executive Order 2020-12, HVS must have its plan approved by the HVS Board 
of Education no later than August 15. Several communication tools will be utilized to receive 
feedback and provide information, including videos, communications through Skyward, a 
Frequently Asked Questions document and more. Our Return to School Committee has 
also established 
dedicated email address for questions from parents. Please feel free to email 
returntoschool@hvs.org. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Paul Salah 
Superintendent 
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