
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Academic/Online Learning Questions: 
 
Why is face-to face learning cancelled for the school year? 
On Thursday, April 2, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued an executive order 
suspending in person K-12 instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. The 
complete executive order may be found here. 
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-524032--,00.html 
 
How will Huron Valley Schools approach remote learning? 
HVS principals and their instructional staff are working together to provide specific details 
building by building. Parents should expect to hear from their building principal regarding 
specifics around remote learning. Their communications to you will include information about 
daily activities, more interaction through technologies such as Google platforms and the 
introduction of new learning. Please keep in mind that next week is Spring Break, so this new 
phase of learning will begin April 13. We know all of us will become more comfortable with these 
new learning environments over the next several weeks. Questions regarding your student’s 
learning or any other building related questions may be directed to principals. 
 
Building      Principal          Email address 

Apollo Early Childhood 
Center 

Jennifer Kidd jennifer.kidd@hvs.org 

 
Country Oaks Elementary 

 
Gary Hamilton 

gary.hamilton@hvs.org 
 

Heritage Elementary Jenna Stevens jenna.stevens@hvs.org 

Highland Elementary Patti Woodruff patti.woodruff@hvs.org 

Johnson Elementary Josh Gignac josh.gignac@hvs.org 
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Kurtz Elementary Steve Chisik steve.chisik@hvs.org 

Lakewood Elementary Jill Brower jill.brower@hvs.org 

Oxbow  Elementary Justine Greenleaf justine.greenleaf@hvs.org 

Spring Mills Elementary Randy Muffley randy.muffley@hvs.org 

Muir Middle  Dan Hurst dan.hurst@hvs.org 

Oak Valley Middle Brett Myers brett.myers@hvs.org 

White Lake Middle Michelle Chotkowsk michelle.chotkowski@hvs.org 

Harbor High Ben Dowker benjamin.dowker@hvs.org 

International Academy Ryan Parrott rparrott@bloomfield.org 

Lakeland High Paul Gmelin paul.gmelin@hvs.org 

Milford High Kevin McKenna kevin.mckenna@hvs.org 

 
 
What is Huron Valley Schools doing to assist those families who do not have access to 
technology? 
HVS is working to get Chromebooks in the hands of families who do not have access to 
devices. If you have not yet completed our technology survey, please do so here.  
We will be offering an additional pick up on Thursday, April 9 from 10 am to 1 pm at the Milford 
and Lakeland campuses. A number of families signed up with last week’s survey and are now 
receiving Chromebooks on Thursday, April 2 and Saturday, April 4.  
 
We also want to make families aware of the following: Hotspots are now FREE and in 
our area! Comcast has opened up its public Xfinity wifi hotspots for free. We are busy 
gathering information regarding hotspots for families who don’t have internet at home, 
but this is a great solution in the meantime and wonderful for houses with intermittent 
outages. Put your zip code in this map to see if there one near you: 
https://hotspots.wifi.xfinity.com/mobile/?nc 
Here is an article about the free wifi, as well as other programs Comcast has to help: 
CLICK HERE. 
 
Is standardized testing cancelled? 
The U.S. Department of Education has waived federally-mandated testing for states that have 
closed in order to diminish the spread of COVID-19. Therefore, Michigan schools will not 
administer the M-STEP, which was scheduled to begin in mid-April. NWEA testing, which HVS 
uses to gauge student learning, is also suspended for the year. Per the Governor’s Executive 
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Order, the SAT and PSAT tests will be offered in the Fall. They are normally administered in the 
spring. 
 
How will elementary students be graded? Will elementary students advance to 
the next grade level?  
Students were graded on term 2 progress report cards, which concluded just prior to the 
mandatory closure. Student progress reporting for term 3 will be determined at a future 
date. Students that were on track academically to move to the next grade will be 
advanced. We do not anticipate that students will repeat grades, however we do 
recognize that we may need to shift our curriculum to ensure that students have been 
able to master learning standards required to progress forward with new content. We 
also understand that extenuating circumstances may exist and will need to be 
discussed with the individual parent/guardian.  
 
How will grades and credit be awarded to middle and high school students?  
When the initial emergency closure occurred, the decision was made to grant middle 
and high school students a grade of “G” because we presumed that students would 
return to school on April 13 and could receive a cumulative grade as well as credit for 
the second semester. Given the Governor’s Executive Order, the district will need to 
determine how students will be graded/and or issued credit. The administration and 
board of education will be reviewing the guidance from the department of education, 
state legislature and district policies in order to make decisions that are in the best 
interest of all Huron Valley students.  
 
 
Extra curricular events and Activity Questions: 
 
Are all field trips, class trips and extra curricular trips cancelled? 
Field trips and class trips are cancelled or postponed in order to remain compliant with the 
governor’s Shelter-in-Place Order. Please check with your building administrator regarding 
specific details regarding postponement/cancellation. 
 
Will commencement, prom and the Senior All-night Party be rescheduled? 
HVS is investigating several options regarding these import senior class events. While no 
decisions have been made at this time, we will communicate with students and parents as soon 
as more information is available. 
 
Registration/Calendar Questions: 
 
Will Huron Valley Schools reschedule Kindergarten Orientation? 



The school district is considering a number of options for providing Kindergarten Orientation. 
Our youngest learners are very important to us. HVS expects to have more information about 
the delivery of Kindergarten Orientation information within the next 30 days. 
 
When will the 2020-2021 calendar be available? 
There is not yet a firm date for publication of the school calendar. The calendar is a negotiated 
item between HVS and the Huron Valley Education Association. 
 
When is the first day of school for the 2020-2021 school year? 
Currently, the first day of the school year is slated for Monday, August 31. However, this date is 
subject to change with additional Executive Orders from the governor’s office and further 
developments related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Food Resources and other Resources: 
 
Will Huron Valley Schools continue to feed students who face food insecurity? 
HVS will continue to provide meals to families/students through Spring Break (April 6 to 10). The 
district will continue to assess the needs of its families and provide updates to its food 
distribution program in the coming days. 
 
How can I volunteer to support food distribution in Huron Valley Schools? 
Our current food distribution program is being staffed by HVS food service and transportation 
staff, as well as a limited number of volunteers. We are asking those who would like to volunteer 
or donate to reach out to Community Sharing. This well-respected organization provides a food 
bank, as well as other services to families in need in Huron Valley Schools 
https://www.community-sharing.org/.  
 
We are also recommending that families who would like to make a donation consider a 
contribution to Blessings in a Backpack, an organization that provides weekend meals to HVS 
students. Donations may be made online at www.blessingsinabackpack.org. Checks or money 
orders may be made payable to Blessings in a Backpack--Huron Valley and mailed to Huron 
Valley Optimists--BIB, P.O. Box 1015, Highland MI 48357.  
 
Will parents/students be able to get into the school buildings to retrieve belongings? 
HVS granted access to families at the beginning of the mandatory closure in March. Currently, 
the State of Michigan is under a Shelter in Place order. HVS will continue to comply with this 
order while it remains in place. If the order is lifted or loosened, we will consider an appropriate 
method for allowing families to enter the buildings. 
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